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Monarch Butterfly and Pollinator Initiative 

Prairie Power, Inc.’s (PPI) Monarch Habitat Initiative was established to help preserve the 
population of monarch butterflies and other pollinator species facing endangerment and 
extinction in the Midwest.  The initiative is intended to create, support, and maintain viable 
monarch habitat on PPI properties where possible without impeding generation, transmission, 
or the safe distribution of energy to our members.    

Annually, pollinators including the monarch butterfly support $20 billion in pollination services 
to farming and crop production in the United States.1 These pollinators play a key role in 
establishing our prairie ecosystems, and habitats also serve as a cornerstone ecosystem 
supporting other species such as bees, pheasants, quail, and deer. However, the monarch 
butterfly population specifically has declined by more than 80% over the last 20 years due to loss 
of habitat, increases in the use of pesticides, and other factors.2 This puts both the monarch and 
other species that are supported by its ecosystem in danger of extirpation and potential 
extinction. 

In December 2020, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) determined that inclusion of the 
monarch butterfly on the Endangered Species Act was warranted but precluded by higher listing 
actions.  USFWS will review the status of the monarch butterfly annually as a candidate under 
the Endangered Species Act.  Through its Monarch Butterfly Initiative, PPI strives to be a good 
steward of its land and restore and preserve the habitat of the monarch butterfly and other 
pollinators 


